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Washington Star Staff Writer 


The Hou se A3sa&sihation^ : C^in mi ttee Today f ap- 
proved a new and reducechbudget of 52,796,650. for 
the- rest of. this" year and also cut its investigative 
staff to 115 from the proposed 170. rv . . 7 - ^ ^ 

The unanimous approval* of the budget was fol- 
lowed by a similar vote to ask the House- to extend 
the committee's life for; the * duration of the 95th 
Congress. gThe^committee’s^ authorization - expires 
March 31,;^nd today 's* resolution, if approved by 
the Houser would permits the panel to carry on its 
investigations iino^the deaths of President John F. 
K ennedy 'and Dr.r Martin ^ Luther j£ing Jr. until 
January 1 979../^ •- ... ■ • jO; 

The resolution Rxiles (^mmittee 

and then to the floo%for^ the 

House Admlmstratiom^bmmittee must ‘approve 
the money requested, by Chairman Louis Stokes, 

THE MOJfE TO REDUCE" the budget from the 
original proposal of $6.5 million and cut the staff is 
a setback- for Chief Counsel Richar-d A.,'Sprague.i 
Sprague- -told the committed" this budget was 
recommended to , me by; deputyVcounseis Robert 
L eh ner ■ and . Robert: T anhenbaum . I ami wiiiing to 
go a long atithe’ moment because, they feei with this! 
manpower^ey.can getthe job .done.’’ ; 4.$^ : v i 
But-Sprague-said the'fundmg and staff' was lessJ 



furtheryears^|rSpraguerepned,,‘Yes,itwill take 
longer now^Sfa^-? T; 

Rep. Richardson! Prey^;XD-N.C.; who headed} 
the task forcesthat? made-;Upj the- new budget, de-j 
dared thatrthe committee would be able to show it? 
has'doner all the cutting that can be:done. He said 
there is nothing more here, that can be cut and the; 
committe^ would^stre^^^^^resist any attempt to) 

; THE COMMf^EE§di^7^j50 for opera- 
tionst through the end^T^97t^ This "means that a 
larger budget for the second year of the probe is! 
almost a certainty^, members laid. They argued! 
thattiie$2.Tlnillion figure will be palatable to Con4 
gress- arid is reahsticTn^Iighf of the mood of the 
House and the fact that three months of the yean 
have already gone by. ' 4 

The committee then went into executive session 
to receive a briefing from Sprague and his associ^ 

ates.. • • -• ^ , J/ .’V, i 

It is believed Spragtie gave “the committee a fill- 
in on- the three-hour interview he had with James 
Earl Ray, who is serving a life term in prison foe 
the murder of King, yesterday. Jack Kershaw,* 
Ray's attorney, said in Tennes see that the meeting 
did- not produce any, surprise information but 
I might help Ray get the new : triad he has been _seek^ 



